Vikings, and uncouth hirsute warriors, but of trained Gymnasts and Athletee, burning to take the field, and to carry by storm, or else under cover and pretence of science, those strongholds of our art, erected by the combined labours of the medical world during preceding ages. To judge from the proclamations of their leaders, nothing less will satisfy the invaders than the utter discomfiture of the drug trade, as connected with the healing art; the Pharmacopoeia shall be scattered to the winds, Apothecaries' Hall shall be closed, and the doctors of the next generation shall forget the Materia Medica, and shall become accomplished athletes, masters of the science of defence, and superintendants of gymnastic exercises.
The discomfited and retreating forces of Hahnemann and Priessnitz, foiled in their attempts to obtain a recognised footing in our ranks, have been, it would appear, received with open arms by the advancing gymnasts; the rebel factions have united together, and strengthened thus, they will again press forward to offer battle, and to invade our colleges and halls, until (they anticipate), wearied with repeated onslaughts, the doctors of this generation shall la}' down their arms, and either form an alliance with their conquerors, or ignobly relinquish the field. Such are now our prospects; and such, we venture to say, will they ever be as long as the world shall last. The love of novelty is so deeply implanted in human nature, that an unceasing conflict must be carried on against the aggressions of error; the public ear is easily won by flattering tales of wondrous cures, and still more by the vain prospect of each man becoming his own physician, surgeon, and apothecary; and while they obtain the support of the wealthy and of the ignorant, the charlatans of the day care little for the opposition of honest and welleducated medical men.
Still it must be evident to all, that like men who, by some means or other, have obtained a footing in society to which they are not entitled, the quacks, under whatever mask they are concealed, are not perfectly at ease; they seem to know the uncertainty of their tenure, and seek by noise and bold assertions to make up for the deficiencies of their scientific attainments. If a few medical.men of rank and standing in the profession, seduced by the apparent modesty of their claims, as at first put forth, have shown some small favour to the professors of the new doctrines, their names are paraded before the public as unblushingly as the long-since deceased Earl of Aldborough is made to figure in the advertisements of Holloway's pills.
The works at the head of our list are, then, a proof that a new movement has begun, whereby a so-called means of curing disease, originating in a distant corner of Europe, is to be extended by its disciples over the whole world; and that England, the paradise, it is said, of knaves, will have her full share of the costs of this experiment, there can be no doubt. It was a bold and clever stroke of policy in the professors of the new doctrine, to associate themselves with the hydropath, the homoeopath, and the phreno-mesmerist; they knew well how the vulgar mind had, in many instances, been swayed and cozened by their seeming successes; and in one point all seemed to agree, that allopathic medicine, the legitimate edifice raised by the honest labours of thousands of intelligent men, must now be destroyed, to make way for the pure doctrines they were about to inculcate.
But before we examine further into this question, let us say a word upon the various works enumerated at the head of this notice.
1852.]
Medical Gymnastics ana Kinesitherapy. 33 We have placed Dr. Sonden's work first, because it is the earliest in date, as well as the most scientific (relatively speaking), and apparently the most honest of all.
It has the great merit, too, of being remarkably short, and consequently is less tedious than the others.
Mr. Dolierty's pamphlet is likewise eminently brief, both as regards the number of its pages, and the information it conveys; and we should think, the most important announcement in the whole brochure, at least in regard to the author himself, is that presented at page 4? " Consultations from 10 till 4, at 54, Great Marlborougli-street, Regent-street." Of the works of more pretension, M. Georgii's essay is decidedly the best, for the simple reason before given, that it is not so long; while for elegance of print, paper, and for the admirable illustrations, we unhesitatingly give the palm to the work of Dr. Roth. It is well that the lastnamed gentleman has employed so good an artist; it is a comfort to gaze upon these excellent woodcuts of the human figure in all possible contortions, while endeavouring to master the strange Anglo-German language in which the work is written. ill-ventilated chambers, to whom the fresh air of the country is only pictured as a dream of her childhood, long since vanished, and never to return. In many of the above subjects, debility has really advanced so fax*, that active movements are at first out of the question, and for such, passive movements, as in the operation of shampooing, may be substituted with unquestionable benefit, when combined with attention to the secretions of the skin, and to the disordered state of the internal organs.
As an adjunct to medical practice, a well-ordered and scientifically managed system of gymnastic exercises would be accepted readily by the profession. The value of active and passive muscular movements in promoting absorption, and in increasing the activity of the excreting organs, has long been recognised; and had the successors of Ling confined themselves to this alone, had they refrained from seeking alliances with the hydropath and the mesmerist, they would have had no cause to complain, as they now loudly do, of the seeming apathy of the medical world. It was only when Ling overleaped the bounds of his own sphere, and invaded the territory of legitimate medicine with an army of wild theories and empi- 
